RE-OPENING OF SCHOOLS
Mary Immaculate Catholic Primary School
Safety information for Parents and Carers
This information is accurate and based on current guidance as of 15th June 2020, changes may occur as further guidance and directives
are received from Welsh Government or the Local Authority
Travel to and from school
•
•
•
•
•

If possible, parents and children should walk or cycle to school.
Only one adult from each family to bring or collect each child/ or
children from school please.
Unfortunately, during this period we will be unable to welcome any
parents into school. If you have any queries, please use the existing
communication systems.
We will arrange, where possible, that siblings will be in school on the same
day.
Please park considerately outside the school; we like to keep our
neighbours happy. As you can see we no longer have a drop-off point
outside the main entrance. Drop-off bays are adjacent to the school
entrance and are to be reversed into only.

Uniform and equipment
•

•
•
•

•
•

Children are not required to wear full school uniform. However, in order
to keep some sense of a normal school day we would suggest that dark
coloured leggings/joggers and a white polo shirt should be worn if
possible. Trainers are best for footwear as there will be plenty of outdoor
activity.
Please send children to school in clean clothing EVERY DAY. Hygiene is
key!
As we will be outdoors regularly a coat will be required in inclement
weather.
Children will not bring anything else from home as everything will be
provided – i.e. no school bags or stationery. The only exceptions are a
coat, water bottle and lunch box. However, we would encourage you
to have school dinners.
In sunny weather, please apply the once-a-day sun-cream to your child
prior to dropping them off and ensure they have a hat.
We request that children do not wear face masks or coverings whilst in
school. If masks are worn for the journey to school, we politely request
that parents keep the mask at drop off time and that it is not brought into
school with the child.

Key worker Drop off and Pick up
•
•

•
•

Children accessing Key Worker provision will arrive at school between
8:00am and 9am.
As you can see we no longer have a drop-off point outside the main
entrance. Drop-off bays are adjacent to the school entrance and are to
be reversed into only. All Hub pupils will use the main school entrance.
Staff will be on duty to welcome children into the school. Leave your
child with the member of school staff at the front door and please do
not enter the foyer.
If you need to collect your child early or if on the rare occasion, you find
that you are going to be late, please telephone school and
arrangements will be made for safe collection.
Parents who come to collect children, should observe the social
distancing guidelines on the pavement (similar to supermarket queuing).

General Drop off and Pick up
•
•
•
•

If you need to collect your child early you will need to phone the office
and we will arrange for your child to meet you.
We request that children arrive during drop off times attached. However,
if you arrive late, your child will be taken to a safe ‘holding’ area inside
school.
Parents who come to drop off or collect children, please observe the
social distancing guidelines.
Siblings to arrive at school at the same time as their youngest sibling, and
likewise with them leaving school.

Pods
•
•
•
•

Each class will be dividing children into several pods, with each group
always being with the class teacher.
The pod structure will help to reduce the number of people children and
staff have contact with each day.
Children will have the opportunity to complete some home learning tasks
in school.
Children who are accessing the Hub provision can join their allocated
pod on the day which is set.

Teaching Pod Drop off and Pick up
•

•

•

We request that children arrive and are collected at the times specified
to you under separate communication. Make every effort to be
punctual when dropping off and collecting your child, as late arrivals will
impact upon the next group.
As you can see we no longer have a drop-off point outside the main
entrance. Drop-off bays are adjacent to the school entrance and are to
be reversed into only. Pupils will use access the school via the staff car
park. Please drop your child at the first set of gates where staff will be on
duty to welcome children into the school
If you need to collect your child early or if on the rare occasion, you find
that you are going to be late, please telephone school and
arrangements will be made for safe collection.

Hygiene and cleanliness
•
•
•
•
•

Children will wash their hands in the outdoor classroom before entering
their classroom and will be reminded to wash their hands frequently
during the day.
Tissues will be available.
Classrooms, toilets and doors will be cleaned regularly, throughout the
day.
Classroom doors and windows will be kept open to aid ventilation.
Visual reminders, such as songs and videos, will be used too, to reinforce
the hand washing message and method.

Lunch Time
•
•
•
•

•

Having a school lunch is strongly recommended (so that no additional
items have to come back and forth to school/home).
Dietary requirements will be met as usual. The cost of a school lunch is
£2.45 for Foundation Phase and £2.55 for KS2. Please see the PCC
website regarding how to pay.
The lunch choice will be reduced, due to the kitchen operating with
less staffing.
Lunch boxes, although not a directive, are discouraged. If pupils do
bring a lunch box, they will have to store it under their desk (the fridges
will not be used). All uneaten food and rubbish will be placed back in
the lunchbox to take back home.
Children will eat in their pods in the classrooms.

Social Distancing - In the Classroom
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To ensure that social distancing is maintained; there will be tables and
equipment for children only in the pod.
The pod of staff and children will not have contact with other people
throughout the day.
Children will be allocated their own table and chair within the class.
They will not share any equipment or resources with other children.
Children will only move from their table when asked by their named
adult.
Lining-up times will also be carefully managed to maintain social
distancing.
Children will remain in their allocated space for the day; only leaving for
breaks and physical activity, with their own small group of children.
Everyone is expected to adhere to the Social Distancing policy at all
times.

Use of toilets
•
•
•
•
•

Each pod will use the toilets within their area.
Children will wash hands before using the toilet.
They will wash hands after use of the toilet.
Children will use 2m distancing when waiting to use the toilet.
Younger children will need to be as independent as possible; it will be
good practice!

Using outside areas
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

First Aid
•
•
•
•
•

Attendance
•
•
•
•
•

Parents wishing their child to attend Key Worker provision will have used
the booking system as usual. If children can be cared for at home safely,
then this should continue to be the case.
Children who are shielding or live with someone who is shielding, should
not be required to attend school. They will continue to follow the home
learning programme.
Children who are in, or live with someone who is in, a vulnerable group
may attend school, but must maintain strict social distancing.
No parent will be pressured to return their child to school and no fines will
be issued for non-attendance. (Office staff may ring to confirm absence
following our usual procedures).
Please do not send your child to school on any days other than the ones
they have been booked in to attend.

We are keen that the children have regular time outdoors, with their small
pod. This is good for their physical and mental wellbeing at this time.
There will be timetabled outdoor time both as part of their daily routine
and also for break and lunchtimes.
When outdoors, children will only mix with children from their own pod,
maintaining social distancing.
This means they will not have contact with children from other classroom
pods during outdoor times.
Children will wash their hands prior to going outside and on entry back
into the classroom.
They will be reminded of the importance of social distancing whilst
outdoors too.
Each pod will be allocated their own resources and these will cleaned
between use.

First aiders will be available to be called upon.
If children feel unwell, they must let their teacher know.
The teacher will follow the appropriate protocol to separate the pupil in
order to reduce risk to others.
Separate rooms will be designated and equipped in the event of a
member of the school falling ill.
Children falling ill during the school day will need to be collected by their
parents immediately.

Covid19 Symptoms
•
•

•
•

Children must not attend school if they have displayed any symptoms in
the last 14 days.
If children have any of the following symptoms they must stay at home
and you should contact school to let us know:
o Cough
o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
o Fever or chills
o Muscle pain
o Sore throat
o New loss of taste or smell
If your child is displaying Covid symptoms, please keep them at home for
seven days, whilst the rest of the household self-isolates for 14 days.
It is parents’ responsibility to seek a test as quickly as possible.

•

To help protect the health and safety of all members of the school; any
child who is unable to follow guidelines and instructions may be asked to
stay at home during this time.

•
•
•

Behaviour
•
•
•

The normal school policy on behaviour will apply when the school
reopens.
Additionally, we will be operating a pandemic behaviour policy. This will
follow the rules as set out in Welsh Government Policy on social
distancing during the pandemic.
Pupils who consistently break these rules or fail to follow health and safety
procedures and instructions, putting themselves and others at risk, may
be asked to stay at home.

If a positive case is confirmed, then the whole of the classroom pod
including adults, will need to self-isolate for 14 days
If a test proves negative, school will need proof of this result before the
child returns to school.
If there appears to be a significant outbreak of the virus within school,
then the school will likely close again and deep cleaning will follow.
***Please do not send any child to school who is at all unwell. ***

Home-Learning
•
•
•
•
•
•

It is important that home-learning continues for all groups of learners, in
the way it has been during the lockdown period.
Teachers will continue to set work, for home-learning, and children will
be given the opportunity to complete some of this at school.
Work will focus on consolidating, reinforcing and reviewing key
knowledge and skills, in order to ensure that this learning is not lost.
Work will also continue to prioritise pupil emotional wellbeing.
We are always happy to be given constructive feedback regarding
home-learning, from parents and carers.
As teachers are now teaching in class more frequently, responses to
home learning queries may not be as frequent. Please be patient as they
will respond.

Safeguarding
•
•

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact the school on
01437 762324 or
email Mrs Roberts
head.maryimmaculate@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
If you fail to contact either of these please contact the Child Care Assessment Team on 01437 776444, out of hours 03003332222 for advice.

at

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
I’m a parent / guardian who is shielding. Do I send my child / children back to school at the end of June?
If you are a shielding parent or guardian, there is no expectation to send your child / children back to school at the end of June. Parents won’t be
fined for keeping their child / children at home. These children will continue to be supported by their schools in different ways.
My child is shielding. Will they have to return to school at the end of June?
If your child is shielding they should not return to school at the end of June or use the opportunity of these check-in sessions. Shielded children will
continue to be supported by their schools in different ways.
Will parents be fined if they do not send their child to school?

During this time parents won’t be fined for keeping their child / children at home. These children will continue to be supported by their schools in
different ways.
What date is the October half-term break?
We are working to determine the date for the additional week on the October half-term break and will ensure it is communicated as soon as
possible.
What is the cleaning regime at Mary Immaculate School?
As with the need to maintain good personal hygiene to hamper the spread of the virus, the importance of cleanliness and appropriate cleaning
regimes in school settings cannot be over emphasised.
In line with the guidance we will adhere to the following principles wherever possible:
o
o

o
o
o
o
o
o

Staff will wipe any personal items e.g. mobile phones, tablets, reading glasses, pens etc. with disinfectant/alcohol wipes.
Where possible, classroom doors will be propped open so as to prevent the touching of door-handles, and windows opened to allow a
free-flow of air through the building; however, these measures will only be implemented if they do not compromise Safeguarding and Fire
Safety arrangements.
Before entering a classroom, all pupils and members of staff will thoroughly wash their hands with soap and water.
Classroom furniture will be kept to a minimum and that other items of equipment remaining in the classroom are easy to clean/disinfect.
High use surfaces will be cleaned and wiped down every 2 hours.
Pupils, and staff, should have ownership of their stationary and not share with others.
The staff will remove soft furnishings, soft toys and toys that are hard to clean.
All toys/equipment will be cleaned after each use/end of play session before placing back into storage.

Will online learning continue for our children when schools reopen?
When schools reopen, teachers will be back in school everyday teaching their own class in small groups of children (no more than 8 at any one
time). On the days when your children are back in school they will receive as close to normal education as possible. When they are at home on
the other days, they will be set home learning tasks to complete, extending the work they have covered in school.
There will be a blended approach meaning that teachers will also provide online learning work for children who are unable to come to school as
they have been medically advised to shield and children who are not returning to school yet as parents don’t feel the time is quite right.
That said, please bear in mind that teachers are no longer home focussing solely on providing distance learning every day, but instead are back
in school full-time. They will do their best to continue providing work but this is likely to look different from the online learning your children have
received to date.

Children who are attending the childcare Hub for key workers and vulnerable children will continue to receive childcare and not a formally
structured day. However, the support staff who have done a great job of supporting the online learning so far, will continue to do so.
Will siblings or children’s friendships groups be in at the same time?
We are unable to guarantee that siblings or particular friendship groups come to the school at the same time. This was not made a priority by
Welsh Government and the Local Authority have made it clear that they do not want schools to try and manage this. The priority is to ensure that
all pupils are able to ‘check in’ with their school on a regular basis. However, we will try our best to ensure siblings are in school together and that
the ‘pod’ groups will consider friendship groups.
Will staff be wearing masks and gloves or other forms of PPE?
There is no direct requirement from Welsh Government for staff to wear PPE, unless dealing with incidents requiring close contact e.g. first aid,
assisting with toileting etc. In these instances, the main forms of PPE used would include disposable aprons, gowns and gloves. These will be
changed immediately following the care episode or the task undertaken.
Eye/face protection e.g. surgical mask or full face shield/visor will be worn by staff when there is a risk of contamination to the eyes, or inhalation,
from splashing of secretions (including respiratory secretions), blood, body fluids and excretions.
Is the school aiming to be back to normal set up after summer holidays?
I’m afraid we can’t say. We await updates from Welsh Government, just like you do. It appears that we get information from the Education Minister
at the same time. It is unlikely that school will be entirely back to normal in September but there will continue to be a phased approach that is
continually moving forward.
What about Year 6 transition to secondary schools?
We are working with the secondary schools to ensure that Year 6 transition takes place as we feel that it is very important. However, the secondary
schools have their own challenges at the moment so we will wait to hear what their plans are regarding transition and we will let you know.
We will do all we can to make sure that Year 6 have a really good last few weeks in Mary Immaculate School and try to make it as special as
possible.
Will the children be allowed to have play outside for their wellbeing?
Yes, there will plenty of opportunities for children to play outside. Although break times and lunchtimes will be staggered
Are pupils expected to bring their own stationery?
No, they are not. We have been advised that children are to bring as few items from home as possible to reduce possible virus transfer.

Can we decide at a later date for our child to come back during the period of ‘re-opening’?
I would hope that during the period that we are back at school that we will see as many pupils return to school as possible. I understand it is difficult
to decide whether to send your child to school without all the facts, plans and guidance. We will endeavour to make sure that any family who
wish their child/ren to return at any point during this period has an opportunity to do so.
Will there be temperature checks as pupil enters school?
No. Public Health Wales has advised this is not appropriate.
Will online learning continue for our children when schools reopen?
When schools reopen teachers will be back in school teaching small groups of children (no more than 8 at any one time). There will be a blended
approach, meaning that teachers will also provide online learning work for children who are unable to come to school as they have been
medically advised to shield and children who are not returning to school yet as parents don’t feel the time is quite right. Children are expected to
engage with the remote learning the days they are not in school. That said, please bear in mind that teachers are no longer home focussing solely
on providing distance learning every day but instead are back in school. Children who are attending the childcare Hub for key workers and
vulnerable children will continue to receive childcare.

Appendix 1 – Drop off and Pick up timings and arrangements

Drop off time

Pick up time

Comments

9.30am

2.30pm

Please drop-off at end of Early Years’
pathway. Your child will be met by a
member of staff.

9.40am

2.40pm

Please drop-off at end of Early Years’
pathway. Your child will be met by a
member of staff.

9.30am

3.05pm

Please drop-off at the first set of car park
gates. Your child will be met by a member of
staff.

9.20am

3.10pm

Please drop-off at the first set of car park
gates. Your child will be met by a member of
staff.

9.10am

3pm

Please drop-off at the first set of car park
gates. Your child will be met by a member of
staff.

9am

2.55pm

8.50am

2.45pm

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Please drop-off at the first set of car park
gates. Your child will be met by a member of
staff.
Please drop-off at the first set of car park
gates. Your child will be met by a member of
staff.

